
What Problem(s) 73 killed, airship crash

When Date 04/03/33

Differences Airship was being flown, severe weather

Where Physical Location Off the coast of New Jersey

Task being performed Assisting in the calibration of radio direction finder stations

Impact to the Goals
Safety 73 killed

This incident ??

Cause Map
High Level
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Crash of USS Akron - The Deadliest Airship Crash in History
The Crash of the USS Akron
Off the coast of New Jersey
April 3, 1933

1 Problem

2 Analysis

Cause Mapping is a Root Cause Analysis method that 
captures basic cause-and-effect relationships supported 
with evidence.
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3 Solutions

Safety Goal 

Impacted
73 killed

Evidence:  Reports 
from the investigation 
into the accident.

The final step in building a Cause Map is to determine 

solutions to help prevent the problem from reoccurring.  

In this case, airships lost popularity as airplanes  came 

on the scene.  But another  solution worth considering 

is keeping sufficient flotation devices onboard.  Lack of 

safety gear is a reoccurring theme in many historical 

disasters.  For example, the sinking of the Titanic would 

be a very different story if there had been sufficient 

lifeboats onboard.  This example might be very different 

if the crew had been wearing life jackets.  The airship 

would still have been lost, but there would likely have 

been fewer casualties. 
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Evidence:  Eye witness 
reports from 3 
survivors.

Evidence:  US Navy 
records.

Evidence:  US Navy 
records.

Evidence:  Eye witness 
reports from 3 
survivors.

Evidence:  Findings 
from investigation into 
the incident.

Many people have heard of the 

Hindenburg, but have you heard of 

the USS Akron?  The Hindenburg 

crashed in 1937, killing 35 people. The 

USS Akron crash four years earlier 

killed 73, making it the deadliest 

airship crash in history.  


