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Deadly Superstorm Slams the US
Northeast Coast
October 29, 2012

Environmental 
Goal Impacted

Hurricane Sandy pummeled the Mid‐Atlantic region of the United States on October 29th and 30th, 
2012, leaving more than eight million people without electricity, causing massive flooding and killing 
over 110 people.  The damaged done by this storm was massive and economic impacts have been 
predicted to be as high as 50 billion dollars.

Millions  were 
without power

Rivers and 
water ways 

polluted

AND

One of the 
largest storms

to hit US

Large amounts 
of rain fell

Evidence: Winds covered 
more  an area more than 
1,000 miles in diameter.  
Largest Atlantic hurricane on 
record.

Sandy 
strengthened 
as it hit shore

Evidence: Hurricanes 
generally weaken as 
they hit land.

Large amounts 
of flooding

Sandy hit 
during high 

tides

Safety Goal 
Impacted

At least 110 
killed in US

US pummeled 
by massive 

storm

Oct. 29 was a 
full moon

Sandy made 
landfall on Oct. 

29

Tides are 
higher during a 

full moon

Moon's gravity 
is stronger

Sandy was a 
very slow 

moving storm

Some places saw 
more than two full 

days of rain

Had 
characteristics of 
both a hurricane 
and a nor’easter

Sandy was a
hybrid storm

Evidence:  Elements of 
extreme winter and summer 
weather were both present.

Sandy hit heavily 
populated areas

Sandy hit the Mid-
Atlantic region, 
including NYC

Sandy made landfall 
near Atlantic City, 

New Jersey

Hurricane Sandy 
formed and 
moved north

Material Goal 
Impacted

Huge amounts
of property 
damage

Evidence:  Economic damage 
is estimated at $50 billion.

Sandy morphed 
into extra-

tropical cyclone

Extra-tropical 
cyclones are 

significantly larger

Powered by temperature 
differences over a  wide 

area

Sandy bought cold 
winter weather as
well as rain and 

strong winds

Sandy didn't 
behave as typical

tropical storm

Sandy was a
hybrid storm

Evidence: Hurricane 
generally turn out to sea 
because of a weakness  in 
the big Atlantic high 
pressure .

Evidence: Many toxic 
chemicals  were washed into 
waterways by the storm 
surge such as products from 
waterlogged cars  and 
buildings.

Evidence: US media reports 
over 110 deaths caused by 
the storm.  At least 71 were 
killed in the Caribbean.

A midlatitude trough 
was moving west

across the US

Multiple weather 
systems 

converged in an 
unusual way

Cold artic air 
swept down 
from Canada

Several weather 
systems formed

The timing of the 
weather systems 

was unusual

Hurricane Sandy 
formed very late in 
hurricane season

Canadian air was 
colder than usual for 

this time of year

Evidence: About 7 inches 
of rain fell from South 
Carolina to New Jersey.
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