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Safety Goal 

Impacted

Increase in 

health risks 

from small 

cigars 

A study by the CDC has found a decrease in cigarette smoking, but a 

corresponding increase in the use of other tobacco products.  Cigarette smoking 

declined 33% between 2000 and 2011 which would be cause for celebration 

except for the fact that use of other kinds of tobacco grew by 123%.  This seems 

to be an example of unintended consequences where the attempt to control one 

problem changed behavior in an unexpected way.

AND

Smokers are 

switching 

from 

cigarettes

Small cigars 

have same 

health risks as 

cigarettes

Increase in 

use of small 

cigars

Small cigars 

smoke 

similarly to 

cigarettes

Small cigars 

are 

significantly 

cheaper

Small cigars 

taste better

Small cigars 

can have 

added flavors

No added 

flavors 

allowed in 

cigarettes

Banned by 

FDA 

regulations

Attempt to 

limit appeal 

to children 

and teens

Evidence:   Small cigars 

are available in a variety 

flavors such as grape, 

vanilla and chocolate.

Possible Solutions:   

Equalize taxes on all 

tobacco products.

Smaller cigars 

are similar in 

size to 

cigarettes

Main 

difference is 

color

Cigars are 

brown

No legal 

limitation against 

flavoring cigars

Contain the 

same toxic 

chemicals

Small cigars 

are taxed 

much less

Evidence:   Small 

cigars may cost as 

little as $1.40 a pack 

while cigarettes sell 

for $4 or $5 a pack.

Evidence:   Cigarette 

consumption declined 

33% from 2000 to 2011, 

but use of other kinds of 

tobacco grew by 123%. 

Overall declines in smoked-

tobacco consumption 

were less than 1% from 

2010 to 2011.

Small cigars 

are slightly 

larger than 

cigarettes

Small cigars 

are in a 

different tax 

category

Not all tobacco 

products are 

taxed equally

?
Evidence:   

Cigarettes have very 

high taxes to 

discourage smoking.

Possible Solutions:   

Make flavoring 

illegal, similar to 

cigarettes.

Evidence:   Food and 

Drug Administration has 

regulations that bar adding 

flavoring to tobacco, but 

these do not apply to 

cigars and pipe tobacco.

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

"This report demonstrates that the tobacco industry is as resourceful 

and as predatory as ever." 

                        -Thomas Glynn, director of international cancer control 

at the American Cancer Society.


