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A Potentially Stinging Situation ‐ Jellyfish Blooms 
Worldwide
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NOTE:  Read the Cause Map from left to right 
with the phrase "Was Caused By" in place of 
each arrow.
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Jellyfish are some of nature’s most impressive survivors.  They have been around since long before 
the dinosaurs roamed the earth and continue to thrive.  In some cases, they may even be thriving a 
little too successfully.  Massive jellyfish blooms can flourish in the right environment and can 
decimate other species and cause significant damage.

For a free copy of our Root Cause Analysis Template in Microsoft 
Excel, used to create this page, visit our web site.
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Evidence:  One example 
is that enough jellyfish to 
fill 50 trucks clogged the 
intake pipes of a power 
plant in the Philippines in 
1999, and thereby 
plunged 40 million 
people into darkness.

Evidence:  Reports of jellyfish 
clogging intake pipes carrying 
sea water of large ships 
around the world.  Also many 
reports of jellyfish clogging 
intake lines of nuclear power 
plants.
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the plankton  

that larvae eats
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Evidence: National 
Institutes of Health 
estimates that there are 
about 150 million 
jellyfish stings  
worldwide every year.  
Certain types of box 
jellyfish whose venom 
can cause death within 
minutes.

Evidence: Blooms of 
stinging jellyfish keep 
tourists out of the 
water in locations from 
Maryland to the 
Mediterranean.

Outline

Intermediate Level Cause Map

A few facts so that the 
reproductive abilities of jellyfish 
can be fully appreciated: a single 
female jellyfish can release tens of 
thousands of eggs per day, and 
jellyfish are able to double their 
weight in a single day if food is 
abundant.
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What Problem(s) Jellyfish swarms forming

When Date Ongoing
Differences Fertilizer is running off into oceans

Where Physical Location Coastal region of oceans worldwide
Impact to the Goals

Safety Potential for severe injuries
Economic Reduction in tourism
Environmental Jellyfish swarms are forming 
Material Jellyfish affecting  industrial and fishing operations

This incident ??


