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A recent study by Britain’s Met Office weather service found that reducing pollutants in the 

atmosphere has had an unintended consequence, an increase in intense hurricane activity in 

North America.

A Cause Map, a visual root cause analysis, can be a helpful tool to understand this type of 

issue.  A Cause Map shows the cause and effect relationships between the different causes 

that contribute to an issue and can illustrate the potential consequence of changing one cause.
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Evidence:  A new 

study by UK's 

MET office.
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Evidence:  A possible link 

between global warming and 

hurricanes activity  remains a 

controversial topic.
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Temperatures taken 

over the past 

decades indicate the 

oceans are warming.

Evidence:  Some scientists believe 

the fluctuation in ocean 

temperature is a natural 

occurrence, unrelated to man's 

activities
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Evidence:  More research is 

needed to definitively 

understand why ocean 

temperatures are rising
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Evidence:  The heat that 

is released fuels the 

hurricane.
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Photo from NASA’s Terra satellite as the Hurricane Katrina approached the 

Gulf Coast. 


