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Possible 

collapse of the 

Gulf of Maine 

cod population

Environmental 

Goal Impacted

AND

Cod 

population is 

declining

Evidence: From May 

2010 to April 2011, nine 

million pounds of cod 

were caught in the Gulf of 

Maine, according to the 

New England Fishery 

Management Council.  

Cod sells for more than 

$2 a lb.

Population 

growth isn't 

keeping up with 

fishing rates

Large 

quantities of 

cod are 

caught

Cod fishing is  

profitable

See same cause

Possible 

environmental 

factors reducing 

cod population?

Cod are 

relatively easy to 

catch

Regulations 

limiting cod 

fishing aren't 

effective?

Fishermen are 

following current 

guidelines

Population of cod 

appears to be 

declining

High demand 

for cod

Lethargic 

swimming 

style

Cod meat is 

low in fat and 

high in 

protein

Cod is easily 

filleted

Cod fishing 

quotas may be 

dramatically 

reduced in region

Economical 

Goal Impacted

Major 

economic 

impact on 

region Fishing is a huge 

percent of local 

economies

Local region 

will lose 

many jobs, 

income
Limiting cod 

could also limit 

other fishing

Cod is a common 

"bycaught" while 

fishing for other fish

Cod is found in 

the same 

locations as 

other fish

20 other 

regulated 

bottom dwelling 

fish in region

Evidence: Regulators 

are considering cutting 

the number of cod 

allowed to be fished by 

as much as 80%.

Evidence:  The NOAA 

determined that cod was 

severely over fished last 

year.  Some fisherman 

disagree with the 

findings, pointing to a 

2008 report that said cod 

populations were 

recovering.

Regulators set 

an amount of 

cod allowed to 

be caught

Fishing quotas 

were set using 

older data, 

showing more cod

Data from 2008 

showed a much 

larger population 

of cod

?

Evidence:  It's unclear 

why the 2008 numbers 

are so different from the 

current set of data.  

Independent scientist 

are conducting peer 

reviews.
Changes in the 

environment can 

affect cod 

population

Changing ocean 

temperatures  

can affect cod 

population

Food supply 

issues can affect 

cod population

?

Cod is a bottom 

swimmer

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

AND

ANDRecent estimates of the Gulf of Maine cod population show that cod is being over fished 

to the point that the population is at risk of collapse, meaning the numbers become so low 

the population cannot recover.  Federal regulators are trying to determine the best course 

of action to protect the fish population which may include severely restricting cod fishing in 

the Gulf of Maine.
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