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Mine Deaths in China

A gas blast in a mine in China on October 16, 2010 in the early morning is known to have killed 26 miners, and the 11
miners unaccounted for are believed dead. In addition to these impacts to the safety goals, the environmental goal is
impacted by the extremely high levels of methane gas, the customer service and production goals are impacted by the
closure of the mine, and the property and labor goals are impacted by the rescue efforts that have been required.
Unfortunately this is not an uncommon occurrence. |t is estimated that 2,600 people were killed in Chinese mine
accidents last year.

It is expected that the miners were mostly killed due to suffocation. In addition to the lack of oxygen from the extremely

high levels of methane (40% compared to the normal level of 1%), the miners were buried by coal dust, released by the
gas blast. The miners were trapped in the mine by the gas blast, of which the cause is as of yet unknown. Thisis a
question that additional investigation will try and answer. Additionally more information is needed about the high levels of
methane. The rescuers had difficulty reducing the levels of methane because coal dust was blocking an access shaft,
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to provide as many solutions as possible to ensure that the best solutions are
implemented to reduce these types of incidents.



