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At approximately 11:00 p.m. on October 12th, 2009, the two 500,000 lb 
strength towlines connecting La Prinsesa barge to its tug broke free.  
The tug was unable to recapture the ship, and it drifted for about seven 
hours in heavy seas caused by a wind-driven rain storm before 
grounding at Sandbridge Beach in Virginia, just shy of the Sandbridge 
pier.

It's unclear what caused the towlines to break free.  
Initial solutions are to clear the area and ballast the tug 
to attempt to keep it from drifting.  Hopefully the barge 
will soon be towed to safety where the cargo can be off-
loaded.  However, long-term solutions that would 
prevent another incident of this type will only be 
determined after the causes of the issue are 
determined.  

So far the 84 hazardous material (HAZMAT) loads the barge was 
carrying appear to be intact.   There were no injuries, as the barge was 
unmanned.  Damage to the ship is not known at this time.   However, 
the incident had the potential to cause injuries, a HAZMAT spill that 
could have led to an evacuation, and far more damage to the ship and 
the beach.  The incident did lead to the loss of the towlines, which are 
valued at approximately $70,000 and a delay in the barge's arrival.
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